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Just How Much Green Is Saved by “Going Green”?
· Big Savings in Surprising Places …
From Hollywood sets to Main Street USA, it seems like everyone wants to do their part to “go green” – but what does that actually mean? According to the United States Green Building Council (yes, there really is such a thing), determining factors are landfill impact, energy consumption, and air quality. One area that impacts all three of these is also generally over-looked: air filters.
As contractors, architects, and building engineers struggle to find options that are efficient and cost effective, it’s easy to assume that the two go hand-in-hand. 
“That’s simply not true,” explains Rich Scott, president of Quality Filters and Certified Air Filter Specialist (CAFS). “An air filter may have a higher MERV (minimum efficiency reporting value), which means it’s more efficient.  But as efficiency goes up, air flow is restricted – and that means your energy use and costs for operation actually go up.” 

As if that weren’t eye-opening enough, he added, “Worse, the higher energy use releases more carbon emissions, the very thing you were trying to avoid.”

The key to combining efficiency and energy savings? “It’s focusing on pressure drop,” Scott said. Generally, the lower the initial pressure drop, the higher the savings. For example:
A MERV 14 deep rigid filter with a 0.45”WG initial pressure drop will save roughly 10% in energy savings over a filter identical in every way except for a 0.65”WG initial pressure drop. In terms of real money, that’s about $29 per filter. That may not sound like a lot, but when you consider that it offsets about 41% on the initial filter costs, it’s like getting almost half of your yearly filters for free.*
This can be confusing, so readers who want to find filters that meet MERV and low pressure goals, simply email Rich at rich@qualityfilters.com and request the free report “5 Ways to Go Green Without Spending All Your Green.” The report gives a chart to help readers quickly discern their best option.

 “When you’re addressing the ‘green’ issue, you have to remember that multiple factors come into play,” says Scott. “Such as, the Green Building Council requires at least a MERV 13 filter for air quality standards, but if you’re not addressing energy use and 
* Source: www.kcfiltration.com 

pressure drop at the same time, you’re actually spending more for filters that cost more to operate and still emit carbon dioxide.  What’s ‘green’ about that?” 
Good question. 
“There are simple solutions that can help you save money while you maintain quality – and that’s a smart way to operate. You just need to know where to look and what numbers make the most sense.”

The green movement is a balancing act between environmental and economic shades of green. The right balance is what fits you. 
Rich Scott is spokesperson for Quality Filters (www.qualityfilters.com) who manufactures a large array of HVAC, Gas Phase and Paint Filtration products, available nationwide, and is a winner of the “Industry Innovator Award” from the Alabama Technology Network (ATN). Association memberships include the National Air Filtration Association (NAFA) and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc (ASHRAE).
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